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Presidents Message

Hello to everyone out there. | hope that you are all keeping well.

There were a couple of good trips this month, Explore K'gari and Pubs & Pies Tour. The trip
reports are a very good read/view, | recommend you have a look.

June has some upcoming events that you can check out on the trip calendar. Contact the

trip orginiser if you have any questions.

There is still plenty of space for more trips/outings in June & July. If you need help or have
an idea for a trip, you can contact one of the trip conveners for help.

A new member joined this month, | would like to welcome Stanislav to the club, and |
am sure everyone will make him welcome when you meet him on his first trip or general
meeting.

WHAT CAN YOUR CLUB DO FOR YOU?

We are looking for ideas on the best way to benefit members.

We would love your thoughts on this and new ideas will be welcomed.

Possible suggestions: what you would like to learn in the 4wd training days/trips, Club first
aid courses or more family fun days.

Submit your ideas at the meeting or via email to the committee for consideration.

A reminder of the clubs 50th anniversary merchandise. The cut off date for orders has been
extended to the 30th June 2025, so dont forget to place your orders. If you are having
trouble ordering from the website, you can contact the publicity officer (Jo) to place your
orders (via email) and informing her how you have paid, Paypal or Bank transfer.

Bank details Subaru Recreational 4WD Club BSB 012514, Account 315253707.

See you all at the General Meeting, 10th June at the Rosehill Bowling Club.

Stephen B
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SUBARU & RECREATIONAL 4WD CLUB INC.

MINUTES OF MAY GENERAL MEETING

Date - Tuesday, May 13,2025

Venue - via Zoom

Meeting Commenced - 8:00 pm

Attendance - Michael Hamilton, Craig Fitzpatrick, Troy Strickland, Daniel Sorrasson,

Stephen Pinnington, Michael Dunstan, Iwan Sujono, Alex Gatward, David
Wellham, John Coombs, Andrew Rowlatt, Brett Hampson

Apologies - Kevin McCormack, Cath & Tom De Santis, Bill Twyman, Jo Quinn, Chris &
Kelly Mifsud, Stephen & Susan Bennett, Paul Campbell, Cherie & Nathan
Blamire

Minutes of Previous Meeting - April Meeting at the Crossroads Hotel - 8/4/2025
Accepted - Stephen
Seconded - David

Business Arising - Nil

New Members - Nil attending

President’s Report - (Stephen) Stephen is currently attending the Pubs and Pies trip

Vice President’s Report - Michael H Great turnout tonight
Public relations / Setting a good example -

Further to the story | relayed at our last meeting, we have
also been congratulated by the Association

Treasurer’s Report - Brett Report will be made available in due course
(Brett was joining the meeting on the phone whilst
travelling home from work on the train)

Membership Sec. Report - (Stephen) We checked to make sure that Chris Brown’s difficulty in
paying by PayPal (reported at our last meeting) had been
resolved

Editor’s Report - (Stephen) Please remember to submit all articles by the 20th

Driver Awareness Report - David Zig Zag near Lithgow - June 21/22

Abercrombie - July 26/27 - This trip is rated Medium to
Hard and is not suitable for new members. Please check
with a member of the Driver Awareness team if you are
unsure whether this weekend is suitable for you.

Ideas for other topics and activities ? -

Tyre selection and maintenance
Modifications and accessories (without going overboard)
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Trip Convenors’ Report -

Delegates’ Report -

Webmaster’s Report -
Public Relations -

Equipment / Merchandising -

Serjeant-at-Arms

GENERAL BUSINESS -

Next Meeting -

Close -

eNews

(Bill)

David

(Kevin)

(o)

Alex

(Bill)

John

Michael H

David

Iwan

Michael H

28/5  MtAirly mid week
7/6 MtVincent camp
18/6  Blue mountain day out

Please refer to April Newsletter re camping in National
Parks

Mudgee meeting coming up

Nil

David recently checked out the venue for the 50th
Bucket hats and other items have been ordered

Cut-off for clothing orders will be the Friday after each
General Meeting

Nil

John was an active member in the 70s and 80s
Very much looking forward to the 50th

Who remembers former member Rebecca Richards ?
Troy and David both remember her
Possibly had a red Forester

We need to consider how often to hold Zoom meetings
Initially requested at an AGM, but not well attended
(until now)

We will discuss at next Committee meeting

When to send out Zoom links ?
One week before, with a reminder the day before

Communication from Trip Leaders

Email or Forum thread (or both) ?

With emails, if Trip Leaders CC rather than BCC,
participants can Reply All to communicate with all those
attending

Venue for next meeting ?
Will discuss with Stephen

Tuesday, June 10

8:55 pm



Association News & Updates: April 2025

Hello from Bill Twyman and David Wellham - your friendly Delegates to Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT
(Association). Association documents are located on our website. Please contact via email at -
delegates@subaru4wdclub.com.au for information about these topics or in relation to the Association.
Looking forward to seeing you all on the tracks or at a meeting soon.

At the recent Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT (Association) Quarterly meeting the issue of camping in NSW
National Parks was discussed at length.

In recent newsletters | have noted that there was a proposal to be presented regarding updates to
camping bookings.

The proposal is to increase fees as they haven't changed for many years - except the booking fee that was
introduced during COVID.

The proposed fees are as follows -

Tier 1 Vehicle or walk-in access - Free

Tier 2 Pit toilet - Between $13 & $22 a day

Tier 3 + tables, barbecue - Between $20 & $36 a day

Tier 4 + shelters - Between $28 & $54 a day

Tier 5 + flush toilet, cold shower - Between $38 & $65 a day
Tier 6 + hot shower - Between $54 & $89 a day

This means that many campsites that we have used, which only have a pit toilet will be at least $13 a day
whereas before COVID they were free.

Also, it is a lot extra just for a table and more for a shelter - we usually take our own tables, BBQ and only
use the shelter if it is raining.

Examples of areas that we camped for free before COVID - Burralow, Abercrombie, Newnes etc etc etc.
These will be very expensive compared to the past.

The position of the Association is that if it was free before COVID it should revert back to being free.
There should be no booking system for free campsites and it revert back to a ‘first come’basis.

If there was a fee before COVID, yes increase the fee a reasonable amount.

The other issue is that if the fees increase there is no commitment to spend the income on National Parks,
just another tax for consolidated revenue.

Thanks very much.
Your Delegates
Bill T & David W
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DRIVER AWARENESS NEWS

Driver Awareness Day & Weekend Trip - Lithgow Area - June 21 and 22
Rated Easy (with optional Medium elements) - See website for details

Driver Awareness Day & Weekend Trip - Abercrombie River NP - July 26 and 27

Rated Medium (but may be Hard for AWDs)

Not suitable for new members - Please check with a member
of the Driver Awareness team
if you are unsure whether this weekend is suitable for you

Answers to last month’s questions ...
The weight of 4WD vehicle accessories such as winches and bull bars:

a) Affects the maximum payload that a vehicle can carry
b) Does not affect the maximum payload that a vehicle can carry
c) Only affects the maximum payload if upgraded springs or suspension are not fitted

Steep hills are best descended by:

a) Placing the transmission in neutral and using the brakes to control descent speed

b) Using the hand brake to control descent speed

c) Placing the transmission into the lowest gear possible (automatics and manuals) and allowing
the vehicle to 'walk' its way down the slope at the slowest possible speed

d) Placing the transmission into the lowest possible gear, depressing the clutch and slowly
descending the slope using the brakes

If your vehicle begins to slide when negotiating a side slope, the best course of action is to:

a) Exit immediately using the doors on the upslope side of the vehicle
b) Turn up the slope and accelerate

c) Turn down the slope and brake gently

d) Turn down the slope and give a gentle 'blip' on the accelerator

If you have any particular requests for Driver Awareness activities, please let David,
Bill, Alex or me know, and we will do our best to accommodate your request.

We are also looking at other topics and activities, such as -
¢ Tyre selection and maintenance ¢ Modifications and accessories

Let us know what you think.

Michael Hamilton. “As slow as possible ...
For the Driver Awareness team. Only as fast as necessary.”
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Webmaster Update May 2025

Not a great deal to report as with extended trip preparation, then my trip cut short by, and still recovering
from, COVID did not allow much time for improvements. However, some time has been spent permanently
blocking spammer emails. (While a bit of a pain | take this as a good sign that our website is being
propagated around the world.)

Currently there are 124 valid registrations on the website consisting of 88 members excluding 10 duplicate
registrations but including 9 Life members. Of the 124 total, 26 registrants are Visitors.

Very pleased to report that since the new website has been in place we have attracted approx. 11 new
members. While a couple were referred to the club the rest have come solely via the website itself. So, the
strategy of actually showing what we do on the Events home page seems more appealing to new members
than the boring “blah blah” of the “About Us” pages on most motoring club site home pages. Hopefully
some of the 26 Visitors registered will become full members in the not-too-distant future. (BTW we do
intend having an “About Us” overview at some point.)

A Glossary has been loaded in the “Site Help” section recently.

More website training sessions via Screenleap will be scheduled soon. Feedback for using Screenleap was
favourable from the sessions conducted in April.

With annual membership renewal approaching soon just a reminder of the new renewal feature:

Membership Payments

In preparation for the new financial year a new Membership Payment function has been set up and accessi-
ble via the Navigation Bar:

Once a member has paid Via PayPal the system will not allow an accidental second payment by the same
member. We have no control over Direct Debit accidental multi-payment of course; that’s entirely up to you

Kevin ;-)
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Touring The Turon

Turon River - Wattle Flat - Bridle Track Trip Report
Date of Trip: 19 -20 April 2025

Trip Leader: David Cook

Trip Participants: Joanna Hill, David & Andy Fuser, Iwan & Evie Sujono,
David Cook & friend Anthony, Bill Twyman.

Trip report: Bill Twyman

We all met up at Capertee on time and got away as planned. We headed off along the Turon Gates Rd into
our cloud of white dust. The road was so dry and with the lack of any breeze we were having trouble seeing
the road and unable to enjoy what normally is, lovely country side. We past The Turon Gates Eco Mountain
Retreat and were amazed by the number of campers they had jammed into their camping area - hundreds
of them, like bugs on a bumper.

Once we turned onto Palmers Oakey Rd the road surface got better & the terrain changed into steep

hills & steep decents. We noticed a spattering of campers along the Palmers Oakey Creek but once we
started to follow the Turon River we could not believe the number of campers, just about every square
inch of available ground had tents, campers & swags. For the 20km into Sofala it was the same, wall to wall
camping.

We had lunch at the Sofala Royal Hotel where Evie & lwan, David & Andy later left for home. For the rest

of us we setup up our camping gear at Wattle Flat and settled in for the night. Next morning back into the
Sofala cafe for (an expensive) bacon & egg roll. The road to Hill End is asphalted all the way now so it was
an easy drive. We took a drive through the Hill End Village Campground & there was not one available camp
spot, full as a boot.

Then it was off to The Bridle Track, the track was in extremely poor condition, very dry and very dusty. And
just like all the other previous campgrounds the track’s campgrounds were littered with many happy little
campers. The whole length of the track from Hill End to Bruinbun I'd say we passed about 60-70 vehicles, in
sections we did a lot of reversing. For the 40km’s of the dirt track section took a little over 2hrs to complete.

A big thank you to Dave Cook for planning and putting together the trip and a big thanks to all who attended
and made it such a memorable event.
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LET'S EXPLORE K'GARI
(FRASER ISLAND)

We started at the Noosa River North Shore Ferry @1000 Monday and headed for the beach, airing down
just before the dunes. It's a long drive up the beach to Double Island Point and still plenty of beach left
after Alfred for an enjoyable drive. We went for a walk to the Lighthouse only to find the track closed so a
good view south was enjoyed regardless. Back to driving and an attempt was made to go along the front
towards Rainbow Beach till the tide was going to beat us so a retreat to the alternate rainforest track fora
nice sandy bush drive into Rainbow. We stayed at the Big 4 out near the boat ramp, heavy rain that night.

Tuesday morning sees us having a look around the local
area, a walk to the Carlos Sandblow, a look at the damage
from Alfred at the main beach, then heading for Inskip
Point Ferry pretty much straight on and K'gari here we
come. Heading up the beach was another good drive with
a stop at Eurong for a look/refreshment break, then off to
Cathedrals to set up camp for the next 6 nights. Luckily for
us we had just finished setting up when the rain arrived.

Wednesday morning turns out showery but we go
looking and check out Champagne Rock Pools,now very
sandy on to Orchid Beach then out to Wathumba Inlet
on the west coast. A very wide estuary good for fishing
and or family picnic & swimming. We got our chairs and
picnic gear out only for a heavy downpour to make us
scuttle that one, haha . We returned to Orchid Beach for

a refreshment break under cover, funny how it doesn’t rain then. Out to Waddy Point for a look then onto
the track south for camp. | should mention that by this stage we have seen more dingoes than we can
keep count of, tagged and not .

Thursday we head out for a look at a couple of lakes on
the way to Kingfisher Bay and have a civilised lunch at
the resort after another great drive. On the way home we
stopped at Central Station for a look then down to Eurong
to make a round trip, then a run up the beach.
| should mention that by now we have travelled up and
down the beach highway at different tide times and there
was still plenty of room even though a lot of sand has
been washed away by Alfred. More rain heavy and light
showers before lights out .

Friday sees us on another good drive through the
hinterland north to south hitting one obstacle where |
tore my front bumper off trying to climb a steep jump
up so we go a different way haha only to come across a large tree freshly fallen across the track. The next
car arrived with a mad axeman who took to cutting the branches like a demon. Another vehicle coming
the other way was able to winch remaining tree trunk out of way for us all to go. We get home safely and
enjoy another camp kitchen dinner in between showers.
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Saturday looks like good weather till it turns again.
Dave has a lay day to tinker on the Triton. | ventured out
and was determined to beat the track that stopped us
earlier. Out with the shovel and a bit of road building
saw it safe for all now and I'm through to go over to the
west coast again to check out some ruins and come back
on a round trip to the beach. Dave has had another look
at the pools and surrounds and is happy with his rig now
.We go out for dinner to Happy Valley and have a night
run back up the beach.

Sunday we go down to Dili village and head inland on
the Southern Lakes drive to check them out. They all
have their own characteristics and are worth the look.
This round trip takes most of the day and it was sunny
rainy cloudy repeat .

Monday morning check out, wow, 0430 rain starts by 0500 bucketing, everything soaked just ready
for pack up time, oh well, we cleared our site while rain refuses to give us a break and I'm so grateful
for Daves help as | was crook from something | ate. We said our goodbyes to some fellow campers we

befriended and headed off for the ferry. Another great drive and then over to Inskip Point where we said
our goodbyes at air up. | had a great trip and Dave was good company all the way. Our trip home from up
there then became impacted by the NSW raining & flooding wow what a scene.

JOHNNY
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Firstly a rather mega Thanks for putting this trip on N running the day trips. Just mega effort. The Trip
started at Rainbow Beach Tewantin. What a drive, what a beach. A taste before the big one. Arrive Inskip
point Yep Air down before going on Inskip Ferry now Then onto Frazer island n driving to camp site for the
week Camp Site called Cathedral camping ground only 2 n a bit days of sunshine The rest day n night just
mega rain all day n night hmm The show will go on The island had a lot of road damage n closure No Go
to Sandy Cape lighthouse. Road at Ngkata Rocks closed another closure was on Northern Road Kingfisher
the bridge got washed away But the road surface was firm Sandy beaches firm as well Fuel $3"20 a litre
yep that’s the price Diesel or Petrol Now alot of driving East to West into rain forest Just magic Like driving
from Lake Wabby to Kingfisher Bay Dilli Village to Lake McKenzie Lot’s of driving Apart from Weather Just
a Top place to go n YES will go back Johnny’s Subaru didn’t miss a beat Drove everywhere with ease |
could write more but when n where do you finish Once more Mega Thanks to Johnny For putting this all
together

Cheers
Cookie

eNews 12



50th ANNIVERSARY MERCHANDISE

Long Sleeve Polo
$50

Orders can be placed o the Web Site or by ematliny the Sociad & Fublic Ketations
Offieer, publicity @subaratudetub,com.au, be sure to know what you want and what

size (s /‘&7«/}‘66{ /efo/*e o/éc/e/o/}g/, There witl be ONE order Mfy /ﬁ/cweo/ on fé@

30th June
loay/f(efrt’ can be made /y /Day/a/ or direct c/e/mf/? to the Subara & Recreational

tud Club, BSB 072574 Avcount 315253707 (Phase wotify T haw you pail i the enal)

/@faﬁ 0o /Da/e 27 also

eNews 13



eNews

13



Pubs & Pies Tour, Rd 1 NW NSW

Date: 5th - 22nd May

Trip Leader: Jo Quinn

Attendees: Jo Quinn, Chris & Kelly Mifsud, Nathan & Cherie Blamire, Paul Campbell, Bill Tyman, Sue &
Stephen Bennett

They say a picture tells 1000 words, so the trip report for our Pubs & Pies Tour was done by each
participant, each day, as a photo challenge. The rules were simple;

1. Each photo can only be used for 1 challenge

2. 1 photo must be taken each day, by each person

3. Photos must be taken on this trip (not any previous trips)

4. Each challenge needs to be completed

5. Challenges don’t need to be done in order

6. All photos to be text to Jo with the challenge, the location & the date

The Challenges were; - Photo of an outback destination road sign

- Selfie with a meat pie - A group photo of everyone

- Photo of a mural - A scenic sunset photo

- Scenic lake or river photo - Photo of you standing in 2 States

- Photo of you with a sculpture - Selfie with Pubs & Pies beer stein

- Photo of you with an emu or camel real, painted or otherwise

- Photo of your vehicle in front of a pub - Photo of you at a bar

- Photo of your campsite - Photo of a thermal pool

- You at the theme night at Packsaddle - Photo of you & at least 2 others in trip shirts
- Photo of you with an opal real, painted or otherwise - Photo of you with your vehicle

Day 1: Sydney to Gooloogong

Photo: Stephen
Challenge: Outback destination
road sign

Photo: Chris

Photo: Jo Challenge: Selfie with a meat pie

Challenge: Me & 2 others in trip shirts

Photo: Cherie Photo: Nathan
Challenge: A group photo of everyone Challenge: Photo of a mural
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Day 2: Gooloogong to Nymagee
Photo: Stephen
Challenge: Photo of you with

a sculpture

Photo: Kelly
Challenge: Me & 2 others in trip shirts

Photo: Paul
Challenge: Photo of you with a sculpture

Photo: Bill Photo: Sue
Challenge: Photo of your vehicle in front of a pub Challenge: Photo of you with a sculpture

Day 3: Nymagee to Billabourie Tourist Park 772>

Challenge: Photo of a mural

Photo: Jo
Challenge: Photo of you behind a bar

Photo: Paul
Challenge: Me & 2 others in trip shirts

Photo: Cherie
Challenge: Photo
of you with an
Photo: Chris emu, real, painted

Challenge: Photo of your vehicle in front of a pub or otherwise




Day 4: Billabourie to Ivanhoe Photo: Chris

Challenge: Photo of a mural
Photo: Jo

Challenge: Photo of a scenic lake or river

Photo: Nathan
Challenge: Photo of
you with an emu, real,

painted or otherwise

Photo: Paul
Challenge: Photo of you
with an emu, real, painted

or otherwise

Photo: Bill
Challenge: Photo

of a mural

Day 5: Ivanhoe to Broken Hill / Silverton Photos: Chris

Challenge: Selfie with the Pub
& Pies beer stein

Photo: Cherie
Challenge:
Selfie with the
Pubs & Pies

beer stein

Photo: Bill
Challenge: Selfie with a meat pie

Photo: Sue
Challenge: Photo of

a scenic lake or river

Photo: Kelly
Challenge: Photo of

you with your vehicle




Day 6: Broken Hill/Silverton

Photo: Jo
Challenge:

Group photo of
everyone

Photo: Stephen

Challenge: Photo of you with an emu or

camel real, painted or otherwise Photo: Nathan

Challenge: Photo of you with a sculpture

Photo: Bill
Challenge: Photo of you at a bar

Photo: Paul
Challenge: Photo of your
vehicle in front of a pub

Day 7: Broken Hill/Silverton Photo: Kelly

Challenge: Photo of you with a sculpture

Photo: Nathan
Challenge: Photo of you standing in 2 States

Photo: Cherie & Stephen
Challenge: Photo of you
standing in 2 States

Photo: Sue
Challenge: Photo of your
vehicle in front of a pub




Day 8: Silverton to Packsaddle

Photo: Everyone

Challenge: You at the theme
night at Packsaddle

Day 9: Packsaddle to White Cliffs "ot "ether

Challenge: Photo of you & at least 2 others in trip shirts

Photo: Chris
Challenge: Scenic

sunset photo

Photo: Stephen

Challenge: Selfie with the
Pubs & Pies beer stein

Photo: Sue

Challenge: Selfie with the Pubs
& Pies beer stein

Photo: Kelly Challenge: A group photo of everyone




Trip Conveners Report May 2025

A reminder of upcoming trips - further details are available on the website.

e Jurassic Park/ Mt Airly (Wednesday) May 28th Postponed
e Mt Vincent Bush Camp (Freemans Waterhole) June 7th

e Blue Mountains Lookouts June 18th

e Driver Awareness Weekend (Gardens of Stone) June 21 -22

e Driver Awareness Weekend (Abercrombie River NP) July 26-27

e AGM (The Dairy - Western Sydney Parklands) August 10th

e 4WD Adventure Show Sept 12,13,14th

e Gunning Fireworks display September 13th

e Clubs 50th Anniversary 2025 Oct long weekend 2025
e Christmas Function (Grady’s River Retreat) December 6th & 7th

Sgt At Arms Report

Misdemeanors on the recent NSW extended “Pubs n Pies” trip.
1. Bill - for not bringing a 12v compressor on the trip
- as a trip project we were to send Jo 1 photo each day, Bill sent multiples photos per day
2. Jo - for grabbing the wrong bowser nozzle & putting 2 It of unleaded in her diesel tank

3. Paul - for asking the difference between a half & a full parmigiana, he was told one is
bigger

4. Stephen - for calling our Broken Hill guest speaker Phillip instead of Paul at the Gin
distillery

5. Cherie - for asking what's in a Prawn Twister - Chris replied obviously prawns

6. Chris - for continually calling Stephen - Bill

The above offender’s of the reported misdemeanors, should make a gold coin donation to the
Sgt at arms, which will be donated to the Royal Flying Doctor Service at the end of the year.

Be warned there will be more.
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50th ANNIVERSARY MERCHANDISE

Short Sleeve Polo

Jersey
$75

eNews

Jersey
$75

Please refer to sizing chart before placing order:

Sizing
Adults 3XS

Chest 46
3XL
66.5

SP Length

2XS
48.5
4XL
70

XS S M L XL 2XL
51 535 56 58,5 61 63.5
5XL
73.5

3XS 62.5, 2XS 65, XS 67.5, S 70, M 72.5, L 75, XL 77.5
2XL 80, 3XL 81, 4XL 82, 5XL 83
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JUNE 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 : 4 5 6 7
Comm,ltteea Mt Vincent
Meeting Bush Camp
Rosehill Watagans
[Bowling Club Day/Weekend
8 9 General 10 11 12 13 14
Mt Vincent Mt Vincent Meeting
Bush Camp | Bush Camp | = g
Watagans Watagans .
Day/Weekend | Day/Weekend Bowling Club
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Blue Mountains Driver Awareness
Day/Weekend Trip
DE O Gardens of Stone
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Driver Awareness
Day/Weekend Trip
Gardens of Stone
29 30
JULY 2025
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
Committee
Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
General
Meeting
Venue TBA
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Driver Awareness
Day/Weekend Trip
Abercrombie River
NP
27 28 29 30 31
Driver Awareness
Day/Weekend Trip
Abercrombie
RiverNP
eNews
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

PAGE

Some more old trip photos courtesy of Michael Minny
Return to Wingello 29January 2006
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HADDY CIRTHDAY

TO THE MEMEBELRS WHO®S CIRTHDAYS ALK IN MAY
Nathan Blamire

Jeffy Cairns
Stuart Cunneen
bBrett Hampson
Felix Lie
Stenphen Pinnington
Bill Twyman

The Unknown
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Until Next Time

STAY SAFE



